
      
 
 
 
 
 
 
We can hardly believe we are nearly in March already. We have had a busy start to 2020, 
with lots of exciting learning opportunities taking place across the school. I would 
encourage you to follow us on Facebook, to see the quality and range of activities the 
children have the opportunity to be engaged in. As always, I hope you find the information 
in this edition of Newslink helpful. Please get involved where you possibly can. 
 

Early Years Centre 
We are looking forward to our new Early Years 
centre opening in August 2020. Planning for this is 
well under way, and work on site will begin soon.  
All information about registration can be found 
online by searching “South Ayrshire Council Early 
Years Registration” Parents will be informed after 
30th April about allocation of places. 
 

School Inspection 
As you know, a team of inspectors from Education Scotland were in the school for a few 
days at the end of January evaluating our work. We are absolutely delighted with the 
feedback and look forward to sharing the written report very soon. My thanks to all 
parents for their support through this process. 
 
South Ayrshire Budget Consultation 
Each year, the local authority are keen to hear the views of everyone in relation to 
proposed budgets, which impact on schools and other services provided by the council. I 
would encourage you to visit the website and contribute to the consultation. Education has 
to remain a priority for our young people. 
 
Parent – Teacher Meetings 
Parent teacher meetings will take place in the school from 
6.00pm onwards on Tuesday  31st March and from 3.30pm 
onwards on Wednesday 1st April.  
A link will be sent out through the App and via Facebook on 
Thursday of this week asking for parents to indicate their 
preferred choice of appointment. Alternatively, I would 
ask that you complete and return the slip at the rear of 
the newsletter. Where no response is received, parents 
will be given the first available appointment. 
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Changes to the Way we Report to Parents about Progress 
We are continuing to work to make changes to our reporting system, and following our 
informal parent/teacher meetings in October, learning together events, sharing learning 
opportunities, targeted parent/teacher meetings in February, we are now preparing for 
our formal parent/teacher meetings on 31st March and 1st April. A formal report will be 
issued to all parents early in June.  
 
How do we Assess your child’s Progress and Achievement? 
I am keen to offer a short information session to parents about how we track progress 
and how we report your child’s progress to you. Should this be of interest, please let me 
know by completing the slip at the rear of the newsletter, and depending on interest, I will 
try to get this arranged prior to the summer. 
 
Basketball Scotland – Ayr Storm South Ayrshire Tournament – Junior NBA 
We are delighted that Forehill Primary has been invited to participate in the Junior NBA 
division, which is being run in South Ayrshire throughout January and February by Ayr 
Storm.  We are one of only five schools in South Ayrshire participating in this exciting 

tournament. We are extremely proud of our pupils who are playing 
so well and showing great sportsmanship. Forehill Spurs Team is 
made up by: Zac Mc P7M, Adam D P7M, Stephen F P7M, Amy H 
P7S, Michael C P7S, Kara M P7S, Lily H P7S, Cara M P7S, Devlin B 
P7S, Rory D P7S, David B P6K, Brandon C P6K, Maison Q P6K, Molly 
M P6K 

 
Congratulations 
Following trials held recently, many congratulations to Evan S, P6 who has been selected to 
play for the South Ayrshire Primary Football Team. A great achievement Evan – well done! 
 
Provost’s Debate 
A group of our senior pupils are in the process of preparing to 
take part in the Provost’s Debate, which takes place on Friday 6th 
March in the debating chamber in County Buildings. This is an 
amazing opportunity for the young people and know you join me in 
wishing them the best of luck. 
 
Music Festival 

Once again, the Ayrshire Music Festival takes place in March, and 
many of our young people will be participating. Out choir 
competitions take place in Ayr Town Hall on 18th March at 9.45am, 
and our music making group will participate on 19th March at 
10.30am. Please go along and give the children your support. My 
sincere thanks to Mr McDowall, Mrs Murdoch and all our amazing 
music instructors, who work all year round to prepare our young 
people for opportunities like this. Good luck everyone!  

 



Easter Celebration 
Our Easter Celebration will once again take place in the school hall 
on Thursday 2nd April and will be presented by our Primary 4 
children. Unfortunately, due to the number of pupils in the school 
and limited space, we are unable to open this to parents and 
friends this time round. However, parents of our P4 children are 
warmly invited along to the school to see a rehearsal on the 
morning of Monday 30th March at 9.45am. 
 
Reducing Food Waste 
Our eco group, along with Miss Kerr are working with our catering team to look at reducing 
the amount of food waste produced by the school. Work will begin soon in highlighting 
important messages about wasting food, to children across the school. We would welcome 
your support with this. 
 
Availability of Free Sanitary Products 
I’m sure many of you will be aware of the Scottish Government’s support in providing free 
sanitary products. These are available from schools and other public buildings. In Forehill, 
discreet arrangements have been made to have these available to senior pupils. However, 
should any parent wish to access a supply of these products free of charge, I would 
encourage you to contact Mrs Gray at the school. 
 
Evaluation of Whole School Mental Health Initiative - Focus Groups with Parents 
Forehill is working in partnership with NHS colleagues to develop a whole 
school approach to support the development of positive mental health and 
wellbeing across the school. NHS Ayrshire & Arran’s Public Health 
department are conducting an evaluation to understand the impact of 
whole school mental health and wellbeing approaches. 
You are being invited to take part in a focus group in which you and other 
parents will be asked about your views regarding mental health and wellbeing and the 
promotion of mental health and wellbeing in Forehill Primary. We have scheduled two dates 
for the Parent Focus Group Meetings to take place: Monday 23rd March 2.30-3.00 pm and 
Tuesday 31st March 9.00-10-00 am. Should you wish to take part one of the Parent Focus 
Group Meetings please complete the reply slip at the end of the newsletter and return it 
to the school. 
 
Learning Together 
Our learning together sessions continue to be a useful way to engage with parents and to 
provide an opportunity for parents to learn alongside their children. Dates of these are 
noted below: 

Class Date Time Class Date Time 
EYC 10th 11th 12th March See EYC P4 30th March 9.45am 
P1 20th March 2.00pm P5 17th March 2.00pm 
P2 21st April 2.00pm P6 23rd April 2.00pm 

P2/3 & P3 29th May 2.00pm P7 28th April 2.00pm 



Family Learning Evening 
Sadly, due to a lack of interest, our French and Spanish fun family learning evening had to 
be cancelled. However, we are in the process of arranging an in-school event for our young 
people in P4-7, which will take place on Monday 22nd June.  
 
Burns Celebrations 
A huge thanks to the many parents and friends who supported our P7 Family Burns Supper. 
As always, this was an amazing evening so ably run by our P7 children. Our school was also 
recently represented at the Ayr Schools’ Burns Supper, which took place in Ayr Town Hall. 
Well done to Lucy N, Sophie W, Hannah S, Sarah C, Lilly H & Katie J who performed so 
well. 
 
STEM Electives – Primary 2 & Primary 3 
All children in P2 and P3 will begin a programme of Electives on 
9th March, which allows them to develop further knowledge and 
skills in an area of learning they are particularly interested in 
and enjoy, in the areas of Science, Technology, Engineering and 
Maths. Please follow us on facebook to see the range of 
learning taking place! 
 
Sports 
A gentle reminder that our sports this year will take place at 1.30pm on Thursday 26th 
March for N-P3 and then at 1.30pm on Friday 27th March for P4-7 classes. 
This is due to work starting in the playground for our new Early Years Centre. Should the 
weather be inclement, we will sadly be unable to reschedule this year. 

 
Congratulations to Mrs Zorget  
We are delighted to let you know that Mrs Zorget and her husband are 
enjoying their new baby boy, Zach, born on 27th January. They are all 
doing well, and everyone in Forehill can’t wait to meet him. 
 

 
Class Structures Session 2020-2021 
We are beginning to look at class structures for next session, and as you are aware, the 
structure of the classes in the infant department change year on year due to the numbers 
of children we have and the maximum class sizes. The classes are put together through 
consultation, with the focus on the learning needs of each learner, rather than parental 
preferences. I will of course keep parents informed as this progresses. 
National guidance indicates class sizes as follows: 
Primary 1 – maximum of 25 (less where possible)  Primary 2 and 3 - Maximum of 30 
Primary 4-7 – maximum of 33    Composite Classes – maximum of 25 
 
 
 
 



Advance Notice New Primary 1 Parents 
A meeting for parents of children moving into Primary 1 in August will take place in the 
school on Tuesday 5th May at 7.30pm. At this, all information 
about starting Primary 1 will be shared. Please note this meeting 
is for parents only and children should NOT attend. 
 
Advance Notice Meeting for New Nursery Parents 
A meeting for parents of children who are successful in securing 
a place within our Early Years Centre will take place on Tuesday 
5th May at 6.30pm. Parents who have registered for a Nursery 
place in session 2020-2021 will receive confirmation of places 
offered after 30th April. At this meeting, all information about starting nursery will be 
shared. Please note this meeting is for parents only and children should NOT attend. 
 
Phone App - Communicating with Parents 
We are continuing to use the new App as an additional way of communicating with parents. 
This allows us to send messages, letters etc quickly and cuts down on the amount of 
printing and paper. Newsletters, posts on Facebook and Twitter will continue.  
I am keen that parents do not miss out on important information and would ask if you have 
not yet registered for this, to provide an updated e-mail address which can be added to 
our admin system in the office. Please return the parent response sheet at the rear of the 
newsletter. Further information can be obtained from the school office.  
 
P6 Euroquiz Team 
Many congratulations to our P6 Euro-quiz team - Jack, Rona, Jackson and Josh who 
represented the school at the South Ayrshire Euro-quiz event recently. The team were 
placed third – doing themselves and the school proud. Très bien et bien fait! 
 

Aladdin Comes to Town! 
Rehearsals are well under way for our school show, 
Aladdin – which will be staged in the Gaiety Theatre on 
Wednesday 20th and Thursday 21st May. Children in 
primaries 1-7 will have the chance to see the show on the 
morning of Wednesday 20th May and will be asked to 
contribute to the cost of transport only. The nursery will 
have the opportunity to see the show on the morning of 
Thursday 21st May. Tickets are on sale from the Gaiety 
Box Office. 

 
Primary 7 Residential Visit 
Our P7 residential visit to Inverclyde, will take place from Tuesday 5th – Friday 8th May. 
Can I remind parents of children participating, that an information meeting has been 
arranged for Tuesday 28th April at 7.00pm in the school. It is essential that each child is 
represented at this meeting. Children are welcome to attend this. 
 



Parent Council Meeting 
Our parent council met on Monday 17th February, and 
welcomed Councillor Cullen and PC McGill to the meeting to 
discuss the ongoing parking concerns around the school. As a 
group, we are working closely with Ayrshire Roads Alliance, 
Police Scotland and the Local Authority to explore some 
possible actions which may assist. These include restricted 
zones during drop off and pick up times, traffic calming as 
well as further additional safe crossing areas. 
Ultimately, choosing to park dangerously is a choice made by some parents, who show no 
consideration for the safety of the young people. We would encourage you all to work with 
us on this important work. 
 
School Car Park 
Can I please remind parents that the car park should not be used to drop off or collect 
children from school. The car park is for staff and disabled spaces are for blue badge 
holders, who MUST be in the car. Children with disabilities take priority. If spaces are 
full, then parents, grandparents are asked to find alternative spaces outwith the car park 
and should not double park. Thankyou for your co-operation with this. 
 
Parent Council Treasurer 
Our parent council are on the lookout for a new treasurer, to support the group in keeping 
records of income and expenditure. Should any parent – mum or dad, be willing to support 
us with this role, I would ask that they contact with Mr Watson in the first instance for 
an informal chat. There is no need for this person to be a qualified accountant! Please give 
this some thought. 
 



Pupil Attendance at School 
The school and local authority monitor the attendance of all pupils across the school year.  
Where pupil attendance drops, the school writes to parents to inform them of this. The 
school is keen to work closely with parents to offer support to ensure attendance rates 
remain high. Should you wish further information, please feel free to contact the school 
office. 
 

 
 
Appropriate Use of Social Media 
I know many of you use social media to keep up to date with what is happening around us 
and as a way to communicate with others. Whilst this is a really useful tool, I would ask 
that parents consider the implications of talking about other parents and their children on 
social media platforms. This can be extremely harmful and cause unnecessary stress for 
everyone. Thanks for your support with this. 
 
Phones in School 
We have noticed an increase in the number of children 
bringing phones to school. The children have been 
reminded of the rules within the school, that phones 
should be switched off at the gate and stored in school 
bags and not switched on till the end of the school day. 
Can I please remind parents that the school advises 
phones are not brought to school. Should anything 
happen to the phones, the school cannot be held 
responsible. Many thanks for your support as we work 
together to ensure the safety of all our young people. 



Keeping in Touch – Facebook and Twitter 
We often post news, updates and features on the school facebook and twitter accounts. I 
would encourage you to follow us, to receive regular updates and information about what is 
happening in the life of the school. 
 
Website:  www.forehill.sayr.sch.uk 
Facebook:  @forehill50 
Twitter:  @forehillprimary 
   @forehillN 
 
School closes to children for the Easter break on Thursday 2nd April at 2.30pm and re-
opens on Monday 20th April. 
 
Parents of children who attend our Early Years Centre please note the afternoon session 
on the 2nd April will be shorter, and children should be collected at 2.15pm. 
 
Once again, all school staff will join me in thanking you for your on-going support as we 
work together to ensure our young people get the best possible learning experiences. 
 
Many thanks & Kind Regards, 
 

 
 
 

David Watson  
Head Teacher 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 



 
DIARY DATES 
Date Times Classes 

Involved 
Details 

Wed 4th March All Day EYC – pm Visit to Transport Museum 
Wed 4th March 1.30pm P4 Generation Science Visit 
Fri 6th March Am P7 Provost’s Debate 
Fri 6th March 7.30pm  Parents 80’s/90’s Disco Evening 
Tue 24th March 6pm / 7.30pm  P1-P7 Parent Council Discos 
Thu 26th March 1.30pm EYC – P3 Sports Afternoon 
Fri 27th March 1.30pm P4-7 Sports Afternoon 
Mon 30th March  9.45am P4 Parents Easter Play 
Tue 31st March 6.00pm All Parent & Teacher Meetings 
Wed 1st April 3.30pm All Parent & Teacher Meetings 
Thu 2nd April 9.15am All Easter Assembly in School 
Thu 2nd April 2.30pm  All School Closes to pupils 
Fri 3rd April All Day All In-Service Day 
Mon 6th – Fri 17th April All Day All Holiday 
Tues 28th April 7.30pm P7 Parent Meeting - Inverclyde 
Tue 5th – Fri 8th May Residential P7 Inverclyde 
Mon 18th –Thu 21st May Various P5-7 School Show – Gaiety Theatre 
Wed 20th May am P1-7 Visit to Gaiety – Aladdin 
Thu 21st May am EYC Visit to Gaiety – Aladdin 
Mon 25th May All Day All Holiday  
Tue 26th May All Day All In-Service Day 
Wed 27th May 6.30pm   

7.30pm 
EYC  
 P1 

Meeting for new Parents 
Meeting for new Parents 

Thu 4th Fri 5th June All Day P7 Kyle Academy Visits 
Fri 19th June 6.30pm All Summer Fair 
Mon 22nd June All Day P4-7 Languages Treasure Hunt 
Wed 24th June All Day All Head Pupil Charity Day 
Fri 26th June 9.45am All P7 Service:  Castlehill Church 
Fri 26th June 1.00pm All School Closes 
Wed 19th August 9.00am All School Re-Opens to Pupils 
 

 
 

 
 



PARENTAL RESPONSE SHEET – March 2020  
 
 
Child’s Name: _______________________________    Class: ___________ 
 
Parent’s Name: _____________________________ 
 
 
Parent & Teacher Meetings 
My preference for parent / teacher meetings would be: 
 
                 Tuesday 31st March             6.00pm – 8.30pm 
                 Wednesday 1st April            3.30pm – 6.00pm 
 
 
 
Communication Through the Phone App 
I would like to receive communication from the school through the school App. 
  
My e-Mail address is: 
 
 
 
Workshop: How Do We Assess Your Children’s Progress? 
 
I am / am not interested in attending a parent workshop to learn more about 
how the school assesses my child’s learning and progress. 
 
 
 
Whole School Mental Health Initiative - Focus Groups with Parents 

 
I would/would not like to be part of the NHS focus group. I 
would like to attend on:  
 
              Monday 23rd March             2.30pm – 3.00pm 

                                 Tuesday 31st March             9.00am – 10.00am 
 
 
 


