
      

 

 
 

 

 
 

It is great to have all our young people and staff back in the school building again. 

Although we are still not able to do all the things we normally do, we are hopeful as we 

move into the summer term, that restrictions will continue to lift. This will mean we can 

perhaps finish the school year in a more “normal” way. I hope you find the information in 

this edition of Newslink helpful.  

 

Focus on Learning 

As our young people adapt to being back in the school building, learning will have a large 

focus on Numeracy, Literacy and Wellbeing. These three areas are key to pupils’ progress 

across all areas of the curriculum. This does not mean other areas are unimportant, and we 

will of course continue to engage children in a range of learning contexts. 

 

Home Learning 

As you know, over the past few weeks, we have not been asking children to complete 

written tasks at home as homework, but teachers have continued to encourage children to 

read and to engage in some digital learning. Homework tasks will restart for all classes 

following the Easter break, and I would ask that parents work with children to ensure 

these are completed and returned on time. These may be written tasks, or activities set on 

Microsoft Teams. Class teachers will work with all children in school to ensure they know 

how to access and complete the tasks set. Homework is an important part of learning as it 

consolidates learning done in class and provides you as parents, with the opportunity to see 

the learning your child is undertaking. We would ask for your full support in ensuring all 

tasks are completed and returned on time.  

 

Wellbeing Webinars : P5-7 Classes  

We are looking forward to having Jen from “Live N Learn” 

work with us again after Easter. All children in our P5-7 

classes will engage in Live Webinars with Jen over a four-

week block of learning, which is aimed to nurture children's 

emotional health & wellbeing. Over the four weeks, the 

children will explore topics including: Resilience, Optimism, 

Kindness, Worries, Values & Attitudes. 

 

Pupil Behaviour & Attitude 

Since returning to school, we have noticed a change in attitude, behaviour and manners 

shown by some pupils towards each other and to members of staff. We are working with 

our young people to reinforce our expectations in Forehill and we would value this same 

message being reinforced to the children at home. Thanks for your support with this. 
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Supporting Families 

We still have in stock in school a number of food 

and other items, and are keen to continue to 

support families in the best way we can. If you, or 

any other family you know would benefit from a 

supply of groceries or any additional support, we 

would be grateful if you could let Mr Daily know.  

The Scottish Government have authorised the 

Council to make a hardship payment to parents/carers of £100 per child in their family 

who is entitled to receive a free school meal or clothing grant as a result of an assessment 

of income. Payment will be processed direct into bank accounts. 

 

Early Years Spring Hardship Payments 

Parents/carers of children aged 3-5 who attend our Early Years establishment are now 

able to apply for £100.00 hardship grant where you meet the Free School Meal eligibility 

criteria. Online applications via the Council’s website will be open from 9.00am on Monday 

29th March until Friday 23rd April.  Applications will be assessed based on evidence 

submitted and successful applicants will receive payment direct into parent / carer bank 

accounts at the end of April/beginning of May.  

 

Primary 7 Leavers’ Hoodies 

Order forms and information has been issued to all P7 children about ordering leavers’ 

hoodies. Can we please remind parents that all orders and payment should have been 

returned to school by 29th March. It will not be possible to order hoodies after tomorrow. 

Should you have any queries about this, we would ask that you contact Mrs Gibson in the 

school office. 

 

Parent Teacher Meetings 

As you know, in the summer term, we normally arrange a time for parents to speak with 

staff about children’s learning and progress. I know many of you have been in very regular 

contact with teachers through lockdown, and will be aware how your child is engaging and 

progressing with their learning. Our parent teacher meetings have been rescheduled, and 

will take place on Tuesday 18th and Wednesday 19th May. At this point, I am unable to 

confirm the format of these. This will depend on the changes to restrictions. I suspect 

these will be telephone conversations, but will confirm this nearer the time. 

 

Pupil Reports 

It is our intention to issue a written pupil report to parents in the week 

commencing 14th June. Due to the rather strange school year we have had, it 

is likely that the format of the report will be slightly different this session. 

As staff begin to look at this, we are keen to hear from parents about what 

information you would find helpful and useful given the challenges of this 

year!  I would ask that you e-mail any thoughts or views to:   

david.watson3@south-ayrshire.gov.uk 
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Early Years Centre - Vandalism 

Our children and staff are loving learning together in our new Early 

Years Centre. It is an amazing facility, and we look forward to the 

day we can have parents and visitors into the building. Sadly, we 

have experienced a little vandalism to the outdoor areas. The 

building is covered by CCTV, but we would ask for your support in 

reporting to Police Scotland, any suspicious activity around the 

school in the evenings and weekends. 

 

Garden Party 

We are hoping the weather will be kind on Wednesday 31st March, when the children and 

staff are celebrating the opening of our new Early Years Centre by having a garden party. 

Watch the Ayrshire Post for photographs! We hope to have another event for parents 

when safe and appropriate to do this. 

 

Donation from J&W Carpets 

As part of the building work in the new EYC, we have installed an amazing Hobbit Hut in 

the outdoor play area. We are extremely grateful to Mr O’Neil at J&W carpets in the 

town who has kindly donated flooring for this play hut. A lovely kind gesture from the 

community, and very much appreciated by us all. 

 

School Meals 

Forehill, in line with all other schools is a Health Promoting School and encourages all our 

young people and staff to eat healthily. As you know, the range of meals provided by the 

kitchen are nutritionally balanced and ensure a range of healthy options for all. New 

government guidance has been issued to all local authorities.  

More information can be found on the parent club website, by following this link: 

https://www.parentclub.scot/articles/all-about-school-meals 

We have updated our school menus to reflect the new guidance, and these can be viewed 

on the South Ayrshire Website or School Website.  

From time to time, some children are bringing packed lunches to school which are not 

particularly healthy and contain very little other than crisps and sweets. Many thanks for 

your co-operation as we continue to promote healthy lifestyles to our young people. 

 

Allergies – Snacks & Lunches 

As you would expect in a school this size, we have a number of 

children who have a range of allergies. We have many who have 

quite severe allergies towards any products containing peanuts. 

I would ask for the full support of parents in making sure that 

the school is a PEANUT FREE ZONE, by not sending any 

spreads, nuts etc into school for snacks or packed lunches. As 

you will understand, we are eager to ensure the safety of all 

children in our care. 
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Uniform 

Now that we have returned to school, my sincere thanks to parents who ensure their 

children wear school uniform on a daily basis. We are proud of our school and would ask 

that parents support us by not allowing children to wear leggings, hoodies and jeans to 

school. As a gentle reminder, the expected uniform is as follows: 

Grey or Black school trousers or skirt, school polo shirt and Forehill Sweatshirt or white 

shirt, school tie and grey school jumper. 

 

Assessments 

In the summer term, the Scottish Standardised Assessments 

will be undertaken with pupils in P1. A range of other 

assessments may be used across the school to support staff in 

making accurate evaluations about pupil progress. These 

assessments will be done as part of on-going learning. Should 

you have any questions about these, please do not hesitate to 

get in touch. 

 

Class Structures Session 2021-2022 

We are beginning to look at class structures for next session, and as you are aware, the 

structure of the classes in the infant department change year on year due to the numbers 

of children we have in the school and the maximum class sizes. The new classes are put 

together through consultation, with the focus on the learning needs of each learner, 

rather than parental preferences. I will of course keep parents informed as we work 

through this. 

 

New Primary 1 Parents 

As we reach June, we hope restrictions will be lifted further, to enable us to hold parent 

meetings in the school for parents of children moving into Primary 1 in August. These will 

be held over three mornings: Tuesday 15th June, Thursday 17th June and Friday 18th 

June. Once classes are finalised, and class teachers are allocated, we will write to new P1 

parents confirming the date and time of individual meetings. The children will also have at 

the same time, the opportunity to meet their teacher. 

 

Nursery Places for Session 2021-2022 

Parents who have registered for a place in our Early Years Centre will receive a letter with 

the outcome of this after 13th May. If restrictions are lifted, we hope to be able to give 

parents of children offered places, the opportunity to visit the new EYC and to speak with 

staff. This will take place in the week beginning 7th June. Further information will follow. 

 

Baby News 

Many of you may know by now that Miss Wilson, one of our 

P4 teachers is now the proud mummy of a baby boy – Owen, 

born on 5th February. We look forward to meeting him very 

soon!  

 



Parent Council 

Our parent council have continued through lockdown to come up with amazing creative and 

fun ways to continue to fundraise and provide opportunities for children and families. 

The next event planned is an Easter Trail. Senior pupils are selling the sheets for this in 

school, and information has already been sent out to all parents. Should you wish to 

participate, but have not managed to get your Easter Trail Entry Form, these can be 

purchased from the school priced £2. 

The next parent council meeting will take place on Monday 26th April through zoom. It 

would be great to see more parents involved in discussions helping to support the school in 

a range of different ways. If you would like to be involved, it would be great to see you. 

If you drop a message to the secretary, Dave McIntosh, he will be in touch with more 

information: secretary.forehillpcfrg@gmail.com 

 

Pupil Equity Funding 

Schools across Scotland continue to receive funding (PEF), 

which will enable us to provide additional support where it 

is needed most, and help support poverty related 

underachievement. I’m sure you will agree, it is 

unacceptable for children from the poorest backgrounds in 

our community to have their chances limited by 

circumstances outside their control. The additional budget 

we receive has been based on the number of pupils in the 

school who are registered for free school meals. As a staff, we continue to look closely at 

the attainment and achievement of children who receive free meals and families who live in 

postcodes indicating highest levels of deprivation. An important part of the process is to 

consult carefully with staff, parents, partners and of course, the learners.  I am keen to 

seek your views as parents, as to how we can best use and target this additional budget 

and would ask that you e-mail any thoughts or views to:   

david.watson3@south-ayrshire.gov.uk 

 The areas we may want to considering are:  

*Additional support in Numeracy, Mathematics, Reading & Writing 

*Increasing opportunities to promote healthy lifestyles 

*Nurturing the emotional wellbeing of our children 

*Increasing partnership working with parents to support achievement 

*Looking at alternative ways for some children to learn in and out of school 

*Increasing opportunities for family learning 

 

Importance of Regular Reading 

We are keen that all children continue to read in school and at home on a regular basis. 

There is strong evidence to show this has a really positive impact on all aspects of a child’s 

learning. Following the Easter Break, we would like to continue our work in promoting 

reading across all stages of the school, and will work with children in all classes to support 

this. All children have access to reading cloud, an on-line world of books! We look forward 

to working with parents to help with this at home! 
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The Big Pedal 

Get set… we’re taking part in The Big Pedal 2021, the UK’s largest 

inter-school cycling, walking, wheeling and scooting challenge! The 

challenge runs from the 19th April to the 30th April -it’s free and 

we would love everyone in Forehill to be involved. 

We need you to encourage your child(ren) to take active journeys to 

school on as many days as possible during the event, and join them on 

their way. This is a great way to get children active, which is important for physical health 

and mental wellbeing. Active travel to school also helps to reduce congestion and air 

pollution outside the school gate. Covid-19 has made active travel to school is even more 

important. Plus - there are some great prizes to be won every day if we get enough 

children taking part! 

 

I-Pay – Online Payments 

Many of you make use of the on-line payment system to put money into school lunch 

accounts and from time to time, we use this for outings. We have received information 

from the company that they have updated the App making it much easier to navigate. 

These changes will appear when you log in from 1st April onwards. You can watch a video of 

the changes here: https://bit.ly/3sYjgQn. 

 

Keeping in Touch – Facebook and Twitter 

We often post news, updates and features on the school facebook and twitter accounts. I 

would encourage you to follow us, to receive regular updates and information about what is 

happening in the life of the school. 

 

Website:  www.forehill.sayr.sch.uk 

Facebook:  @forehill50 

Twitter:  @forehillprimary 

   @forehillN 

 

The school and Early Years Centre will close for the Easter Holiday on Thursday 1st April 

at 2.30pm.  

The school will re-open for P1-7 pupils on Monday 19th April and our Early Years Centre 

will re-open for children who attend 52 weeks, on Tuesday 6th April. Children who attend 

term-time only should return on Monday 19th April.  

 

Once again, the staff will join me in thanking you for your on-going support and wish you all 

a pleasant and relaxing Easter.  

 

Many thanks & Kind Regards, 

 

 

 

David Watson  

Head Teacher 

https://marketing.crbcunninghams.co.uk/acton/ct/35817/s-022f-2103/Bct/q-1474/l-sf-rpt-00O3W000000yacd-0dc3:ae7/ct1_0/1/l?sid=TV2%3AdplPr9R9J
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DIARY DATES 
Date Times Classes 

Involved 

Details 

Thursday 1st April 2.30pm ALL School Closes 

Tuesday 6th April 8.00am EYC Early Years Centre Re-Opens 

Monday 19th April 9.00am P1-7 School Re-Opens 

Monday 26th April 7.00pm All Parent Council Zoom Meeting 

Monday 3rd May All Day All Local Holiday 

Thursday 6th May All Day All In-Service Day 

Tuesday 18th May 6.00 – 9.00pm All Parent/Teacher Discussions 

Wednesday 19th May 3.30 – 6.30pm All Parent/Teacher Discussions 

Monday 31st May All Day All Local Holiday 

Friday 25th June 1.00pm P1-7 School Closes 

    

We hope, as restrictions begin to be lifted, to be able to arrange a 

range of other activities, and will share dates with you as soon as 

possible. 

 
 

 


