Forehill Primary School

NEWSLINK

December 2025

We have had an unusual couple of weeks, with so many staff, children, and families unwell. | do hope
as we enter December things will settle, and everyone is well enough to enjoy the lead up to
Christmas. As we head towards the Christmas break, | hope you find the attached information useful. |
would encourage you to make a note of the dates included in this edition of Newslink.

Night Before Christmas 2025

Our grateful thanks to the many parents, friends and staff who
supported our Night Before Christmas Campaign this year. As a
result of your generosity, we were able to donate a considerable
amount to the charity again this year. My thanks to Mrs
MacGibbon for organising this and to everyone who kindly
donated.

Scottish Poetry Week

Due to high numbers of children being absent from school, our Scottish Poetry Competition has been
rescheduled and will take place on Tuesday 9" December. We look forward to hearing the range of
talent across the school.

Junior Road Safety Officers — Be Bright, Be Safe

Our JRSO team have been working hard with Miss
Mayall and Miss Greig to promote the “Be Bright Be
Safe” message, as the days become darker. As part of
this, all children have been issued with a fluorescent
reflector for schoolbags. These have been purchased
through donations from our parent council. Please
make sure these are attached to pupil schoolbags when
walking to and from school.

Christmas Fair

Our Christmas Fair takes place in the school this Friday, 5" December
from 6.30pm — 8.30pm

As always, there are several amazing stalls, activities and perhaps a
special visitor! Please come along and offer your support.

Should you be able to offer some assistance, the Parent Council
would love to hear from you -please drop them a note. If everyone
donated 30 mins of their time — this would be an amazing support!
Please e-mail: forehillpcfrg@gmail.com

South Ayrshire Football Team
Very well done to Lucas, one of our P7 pupils who was selected as part of the

South Ayrshire Football Squad. The team have worked hard and now been named ;g
Scottish Champions! They won the tournament in some style, with a last second ?ﬁ} i)
goal against Glasgow, scored from their own half, re-creating some Kenny McLean | = & ;_-‘.‘ —

magic! Well done to everyone involved!



mailto:forehillpcfrg@gmail.com

Live N Learn — Pupil and Parent Wellbeing

Due to illness we had to cancel our Wellbeing Event last week. However, we
are delighted that Jen Kemp, from Live N Learn will now visit the school on
Thursday 29t January 2026 Jen will work with P4-7 children with a focus on
being Screen Smart and how this links to their wellbeing.

On the same day, Jen will also offer two workshops for parents, one in school
from 2.15pm - 3.00pm and the other on TEAMS between 7.00pm - 7.45pm.
More information will be shared nearer the time. Please keep a note of these
dates and times!

Registration for Primary 1 — August 2026

Children whose 5th birthday is between 1 March 2026 and 28th February 2027 should be registered for
education during the week commencing Monday 12t January 2026.

You should register your child online for either your catchment denominational or non-denominational
primary school between Monday 12t January and Sunday 18™ January. You will be asked to attach
your child’s birth certificate and proof of residence in the catchment area in the form of a Council Tax
Notice and Utility Bill during the on-line registration process. Children normally attend their catchment
denominational or non-denominational school, however parents may make a placing request for their
child to attend any other school under the management of the education authority. Parents/carers
should be aware that they must register their child on-line for education at their catchment
denominational or non-denominational primary school and then make an on-line placing request to a
school of their choice. Information relating to catchment areas and placing requests is available at:
www.south-ayrshire.gov.uk/schools.

You should be aware that if you choose to make a placing request you will no longer automatically be
considered for a place at your catchment school. If you require any further information, please do not
hesitate to contact the school or Educational Services on 01292 612162.

Pupil Behaviour

ﬁ In our school, we place a strong emphasis on respectful behaviour
ﬁ and good manners. We expect all pupils to treat others with
= kindness, speak politely, and follow instructions from staff
b promptly. These values help create a safe, supportive learning
g b environment where everyone can thrive. We will continue to take a
firm line with pupils who choose to behave in a way which disrupts
O %o oW e e learning or is disrespectful. We would expect ALL children to:

*Be aware of the importance of good attendance.

*Arrive on time to join their class line.

*Respect each other including pupils, staff, and visitors.

*Complete set tasks to the best of their ability.

*Show kind words and actions to each other.

We appreciate your continued support in reinforcing these expectations at home.

School Show 2026
Following the huge success of Beauty & the Beast, planning has started for our
2026 School Show which will take place in the Gaiety Theatre 22" — 26t June
Watch this 2026. Normally children in P5-7 are invited to take part. However, as the school
& . .
i space! | roll continues to increase, we may have to reflect on the stages/classes we can
safely involve in our 2026 show. We are restricted in the number of cast
members we can safely accommodate in the theatre.



http://www.south-ayrshire.gov.uk/schools

Fitness Fusion

We are so proud of our senior pupils who won the South Ayrshire Fitness Fusion Competition. The
children were amazing and worked so hard to achieve first place. Well done to each and every one of
them, as well as Mrs Sutherland, their coach!

Cluster Christmas Cracker

Along with our cluster schools Grammar Primary and Kyle Academy, pupils from Forehill will be
participating in the Christmas Cracker Concert, which this year, takes place in Castlehill Church on
Tuesday 16" December at 7.00pm. Tickets priced £3.00 will be available from the school office from
Monday 8™ December. Our senior choir, along with instrumentalists will take part in this very special
Christmas evening — don’t miss it!

P1-6 Christmas Parties

T = The dates for Christmas Parties are noted on the calendar at the back of

~ = *-J * {3'5’“ this newsletter. As always, some children may wish to go home at
Wﬁé/‘/&f/ﬁd‘fﬁ. lunchtime on their party day to get changed. P1-3 classes will receive a
. .}; PARTY\': message about this. Parents of P4-7 children should ensure that their
7 -y g _g‘\/ children are aware of plans on party day. Please note, there will be NO
2 s D crossing patroller on site during the lunch break.

P7 Christmas Party
The P7 party takes place in the school on Thursday 18" December at 7.00pm. We would remind
parents that ALL children must be collected by an adult at the end of the party at 9.00pm.

Primary 1 Nativity

Our P1 classes will soon begin to rehearse our 2025 Nativity, which they will
perform at the church as part of our Christmas Service on the morning of Friday
19t December. Parents are welcome to attend the dress rehearsal, which will
take place in the school hall on Monday 15" December at 9.30am.

Dolphin House Visits
Arrangements are well in hand for our P7 visits to Dolphin House in January.
P7M will visit from 6%-9t January, P7H from 13t-16%™ January and P7J from 20t-23" January.

Parent Helpers

Due to changes to the Disclosure Scotland (PVG) guidance, all parent

helpers require to have a relevant PVG check completed when assisting
with any out of school visits. If you already have a PVG that has been Parew{: HBLPcYS

carried out by South Ayrshire Council in respect of working with children, ?:-MT ;
this will suffice and no Scheme Record Update PVG check is needed. To “W»'(‘a "

LN ']
assist us in moving forward with this it would be good to hear from parents 5’ ,‘ﬁ

who already have a current PVG check by South Ayrshire Council and who
would be willing to assist as a parent helper when needed. It would be i
helpful if you could send an e-mail to Mr Watson to let him know you have
a current PVG and would be happy to assist as a parent helper when you ol

are able.



Learning Together Dates — UPDATE of rescheduled dates

Each session, we invite parents into classes to participate in learning activities with the children. These
have been very successful in the past and allow parents to see the range of learning taking place. As
you know, due to illness in the last couple of weeks, a few of these had to be postponed. The
confirmed dates for all these opportunities moving forward are noted below:

Class \ Date | Time | Class | Date \ Time
Parents should meet at the main entrance and will be shown to individual classes......
P1S Wed 4™ March 9.15am P4M Wed 14%" January 9.15am
Tue 28™ April 9.15am
P1M Thu 5™ March 9.15am P5R Tue 27t January 2.15pm
Thu 5™ March 2.15pm
P1C Tue 3™ March 9.15am PSE Tue 13 January 9.15am
Fri 6" March 9.15am
P2N Thu 26% March 2.15pm P5/6 Tue 9t December 2.15pm
Tue 28t April 9.15am
P2M Tue 24t March 2.15pm P6D Thu 11t December 9.15am
Mon 27t April 9.15am
P2/3 Thu 22" January 9.15am P6P Tue 9" December 2.15pm
Fri 13t March 9.15am Wed 29t April 2.15pm
P3E Mon 19t January 2.15pm P7M Wed 4t February 2.15pm
Wed 6" May 2.15pm Wed 29t April 1.45pm
P3z Wed 28™ January 2.15pm P7H Wed 4t February 2.15pm
Thu 30™ April 2.15pm Wed 29t April 1.45pm
P4P Thu 11t December 9.15am P7) Wed 4t February 9.15am
Thu 21t May 9.15am Wed 29t April 1.45pm
P4T Wed 14" January 2.15pm

Christmas Service — Castlehill Church

Our Christmas Service will take place in Castlehill Church on Friday 19t December at 9.45am. All
children will walk to and from the church. Parents and friends are welcome to attend. We would invite
all children to bring a collection, which is always donated to a local charity agreed by our head pupils.

Holidays
Our school will close for the Christmas break on Friday 19t" December at 2.30pm. We reopen for all
pupils on Monday 5% January 2026 at 9.00am.

On behalf of all staff, can | take this opportunity to thank you for your support in 2025 and to wish all
our families and friends a very happy Christmas and every good wish for a health and happy 2026.

Many thanks &
Kind Regards,

fay

Head Teacher [\‘4 errl" ChrlStmaS

David Watson




Please find attached, a list of school dates for your diary. As we progress through the school year, |
will keep you informed of other important dates.

Date Times Who Details
Friday 5™ December AM P7 Christmaths — Kyle Academy
Tuesday 9™ December All Day P1-7 Scottish Poetry Judging
Wednesday 10" December AM P1-3 Pinocchio — Visiting Theatre Company
Wednesday 10" December AM P4-7 Outing to Cinema — Zootropolis 2
Thursday 11" December 12.30pm All Christmas Lunch
Thursday 11" December 6.30pm All Parent Council Meeting - Staffroom
Friday 12" December All Day P4 Thorax Celebration Day
Monday 15" December 9.30am P1 P1 Parents to P1 Nativity
Monday 15" December 1.30pm P5 & P6 Christmas Party
Tuesday 16" December 1.30pm P4 Christmas Party
Tuesday 16" December 7.00pm Seniors Cluster Christmas Concert - Castlehill
Wednesday 17" December 1.30pm P2 & P3 Christmas Party
Wednesday 17" December PM Senior Choir | Visiting Ayrshire Hospice In-Patient Unit
Thursday 18" December 1.30pm P1 Christmas Party
Thursday 18" December 1.30pm Junior Choir | Visiting Dementia Café — Gaiety 2
Thursday 18" December 7.00pm P7 Christmas Party
Friday 19'" December 9.45am All Christmas Celebration - Castlehill
Friday 19'" December 2.30pm All School Closes
Mon 22" Dec — Fri 2" Jan All Day All School Closed
Monday 5% January 9.00am All School Re-Opens
Tue 6™ Jan — Fri 9" Jan All Day P7M Visit to Dolphin House
Friday 16" January AM P5 History Alive Visit to Forehill
Mon 12 Jan — Sun 18™ Jan All Week P1 P1 On-line Registration
Tue 13 Jan — Fri 16™ Jan All Day P7H Visit to Dolphin House
Tue 20'™ Jan — Fri 23 Jan All Day P7) Visit to Dolphin House
Thursday 29" January All Day All Jen Kemp — Live N Learn Visit
Tuesday 3™ February 3.30pm ASN ASN Pupils — Parent Meetings
Tuesday 3™ February All Day P1&P7 Dental Inspections
Friday 6" Feb & Mon 9" Feb All Day All School Closed
Tuesday 10" Feb All Day All In-Service Day
Thursday 19*" February 7.00pm P7 P7 Family Burns Supper
Monday 9" March 6.30pm All Parent Council Meeting
Friday 20" March All Day P5R Visit to Dundonald Castle
Friday 27" March All Day P5E Visit to Dundonald Castle
Thursday 2™ April 2.30pm All School Closes
Fri 3™ April — Fri 17t April All Day All School Closed
Monday 20%" April 9.00am All School Reopens
Monday 4" May All Day All School Closed
Thursday 7" May All Day All In-Service Day
Thursday 215 May 7.00pm P7 P7 Parent Evening — Kyle Academy
Monday 25" May All Day All School Closed
Tuesday 26" May 6.30pm — 8.30pm All Parent/Teacher Appointments
Wednesday 27" May 3.30pm —5.30pm All Parent/Teacher Appointments
Thursday 28" May 1.30pm P1-3 Sports




Friday 29" May 11.00am P4-5 Sports

Friday 29" May 1.30pm P6-7 Sports

Tue 9" & Wed 10*" June All Day P7 Visits to Secondary Schools
Wednesday 10" June 9.15am All Bump Up Morning

Thursday 11" June 6.30pm All Parent Council AGM

Mon 22" June — Fri 26" June Various TBC School Show Week — Gaiety Theatre
Tuesday 30" June 9.45am All Closing Celebration — Castlehill
Tuesday 30" June 1.00pm All School Closes

)# .Forehill Primary
‘Christmas Fayre

FRIDAY 5™ DEC

(ticket only - avallable from office)

\
‘ / Quiet Start 6-6.30pm

Adults £3 Children Free
*Yea/Cotfoo/Juice/shortbread incld Sa nta's G r OttO

\ k.l' Stalls, Games, Raffle “. ( Y Aglft fOr evefy Chlld

’t‘ & much more /
\ - -v-ﬂﬁ:

v

e/ General Entry 6.30-8.30pm
q our




