
      

 
 

 

 
 

 
As we move forward in term two and head towards Christmas, I hope you find the information below 
helpful, and it provides a flavour of some of the things happening in our school. I would ask that you 
make a careful note of all dates and activities and get involved when you can. As always, your input is 
welcome. 
 
Pupil Behaviour 

In our school, we place a strong emphasis on respectful behaviour 
and good manners. We expect all pupils to treat others with 
kindness, speak politely, and follow instructions from staff 
promptly. These values help create a safe, supportive learning 
environment where everyone can thrive. We will continue to take a 
firm line with pupils who choose to behave in a way which disrupts 
learning or is disrespectful.  We would expect ALL children to: 
*Be aware of the importance of good attendance.  

*Arrive on time to join their class line. 
*Respect each other including pupils, staff, and visitors. 
*Complete set tasks to the best of their ability. 
*Show kind words and actions to each other. 
We appreciate your continued support in reinforcing these expectations at home. 
 
Attendance & Late Coming 
In Forehill we place great importance on good attendance and of course arriving at 
school on time. Good attendance at school is important to ensure children make 
good progress in learning and feel included and part of the school community.  
We would ask that parents make sure children are in their line for 9.00am, ready 
to enter the school with their class.  
Poor attendance and late coming is monitored closely and we are always keen to 
work with parents to offer support where this may become an issue.  
We will shortly be in touch with parents where this is causing concern. 
 
Live N Learn – Pupil and Parent Wellbeing 

We are delighted to have Jen Kemp, from Live N Learn visit 
the school on Wednesday 26th November.  
Jen will work with P4-7 children with a focus on being Screen 
Smart and how this links to their wellbeing.  
On the same day, Jen will also offer two workshops for 
interested parents, one in school from 2.15pm – 3.00pm and 
the other on TEAMS between 7.00pm - 7.45pm. More 
information will be shared nearer the time. Please keep a 
note of these dates and times! 
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Night Before Christmas Campaign 
In previous years, our school community has pulled together to support the local 
“Night Before Christmas” campaign. This helps children in poverty across South-
West Scotland by providing them with a ‘red bag full of joy’ for the night before 
Christmas. We are inviting all pupils, staff, and parents to help us with this and 
any support would be greatly appreciated. If you can, we are asking for donations 
to be sent into the school. These donations will then be passed onto the Night 
Before Christmas Elves who will make up the red bags and then distribute them to 

families. Let’s make children and families smile this Christmas! 
You may wish to send to school, a few items for a specific age of child. 
The suggested items which must be new are toys (e.g. cuddly toy, lego, doll), toiletries, a storybook, a 
colouring book and stationery, hot chocolate, sweets, hats, scarves, and gloves etc. 
In a similar way, you can focus on gifts for a teenager or a vulnerable adult. Gifts could be sets of 
toiletries, perfumes, candles, hats, scarves, gloves, handbags, games etc.  
 
‘Select gifts that will bring a sparkle to the eyes of those opening the bag on Christmas Eve and focus 

on the magic that the gifts contained within can bring’. 
 
We would ask that any donations are sent into school by Tuesday 11th November. As always, any help 
is so greatly appreciated. More information can be found on their website:  
www.nightbeforechristmas.co.uk 
 
Dolphin House Visits 
Our Primary 7 children will spend three nights at Dolphin House in January. An information meeting for 
P7 parents will take place in the school on Wednesday 5th November at 3.30pm. It is essential that all 
children participating in this visit are represented. 
 
Junior Leadership Team 
Many congratulations to the young people in P7 who have been appointed as our Head Pupils and 
House Captains for this session. There are so many young people who could have done an amazing job 
in these roles but know those who were successful will be great ambassadors for the school and 
undertake all that is asked of them with great enthusiasm and pride.  
Head Pupils:   Ava B, Jessica-Rose Mc, Mustafa F, Jack C 
House Captains: Corey M, Sophie C, Jacob W, Daniel M, Evan F, Daniel M, Zoe Mc, Bradley F. 
 
 
Scottish Poetry Week 

Our Scottish Poetry week takes place at the end of November. ALL children will 
explore a poem in class and will be asked to learn this as part of on-going 
classwork. (This is not optional) Those who wish, can then enter the class 
competition to identify 6 finalists. Judges will visit classes on Tuesday 25th 
November to select a winner and runner-up. These children will perform their 
poem as part of our special celebration assembly. 

 
 
Flu Vaccinations 
Once again, NHS colleagues will be in the school to provide flu immunisations to all P1-7 pupils. This 
will take place in Forehill on Tuesday 18th November.  Information for all parents will follow. 
 
 

http://www.nightbeforechristmas.co.uk/


Winter Weather 
As the winter weather approaches, and mornings are becoming darker and wetter, I would ask that 
children, particularly on wet mornings arrive at school just in time to enter their classroom at 9.00am. 
Unfortunately, supervision is limited, and we will only be able to allow access to the building for pupils 
from 8.55am onwards. I thank you in anticipation of your support with this. 
 
Learning Together Sessions 
Many thanks to the huge number of parents who came along to our first learning together sessions. It 
was lovely to see the school so busy, and for parents to engage in learning activities with the children. 
The future dates for this session are: 
 

Class Date Time Class Date Time 

Parents should meet at the main entrance and will be shown to individual classes…… 

P1S Wed 4th March 9.15am P4M Tue 2nd December 
Tue 28th April 

9.15am 
9.15am 

P1M Thu 5th March 9.15am P5R Tue 25th November 
Thu 5th March 

2.00pm 
2.15pm 

P1C Tue 3rd March 2.30pm 
9.15am 

P5E Tue 25th November 
Fri 6th March 

9.15am 
9.15am 

P2N Wed 5th November 
Thu 26th March 

9.15am 
2.15pm 

P5/6 Tue 9th December 
Tue 28th April  

2.15pm 
9.15am 

P2M Tue 4th November 
Tue 24th March 

9.15am 
2.15pm 

P6D Thu 11th December 
Mon 27th April 

9.15am 
9.15am 

P2/3 Thu 4th December 
Fri 13th March 

9.15am 
9.15am 

P6P Tue 9th December 
Wed 29th April 

2.15pm 
2.15pm 

P3E Mon 1st December 
Wed 6th May 

2.00pm 
2.00pm 

P7M Tue 25th November 
Wed 29th April 

2.15pm 
1.45pm 

P3Z Wed 26th November 
Thu 30th April 

2.00pm 
2.00pm 

P7H Tue 25th November 
Wed 29th April 

2.15pm 
1.45pm 

P4P Thu 11th December 
Thu 21st May 

9.15am 
9.15am 

P7J Tue 25th November 
Wed 29th April 

9.15am 
1.45pm 

P4T Wed 10th December 
Tue 5th May 

2.00pm 
2.00pm 

   

 
Registration for Secondary School 
Primary 7 registration for secondary school will be available online between 24th and 28th November. It 
is important that ALL current Primary 7 pupils register for their transfer to your selected secondary 
school next session. Should you have any questions about this, I would ask that you contact the school 
office. 
 

Remembrance 2025 
We are extremely proud of our Head Pupils, who along with Mrs Baines, will 
attend the Remembrance Day Service at Castlehill Church on Sunday 9th 
November. The children will lay a wreath on behalf of the school community. 
This is always a very special and moving event. My thanks to the parents of our 
head pupils for allowing them to participate in this.  
 

 
 
 



Reading Schools  
As you know, we regularly highlight the importance of children spending 
time reading in school and at home and are grateful to the many parents 
who support this. In Forehill, we are currently working towards gaining an 
accreditation of a ‘Reading School’ from the Scottish Book Trust.  Some of 
our pupils in P4-P7 have formed a Reading Leaders Pupil group and are 
creating more ways to make reading fun in our school. Watch this space 
for more information! 
 
Sportshall Athletics 
Many congratulations to our Sportshall Athletics team, who were placed first in the South Ayrshire 
heat prior to the October break. Well done and thanks to all our young people and their coach, Mrs 
Sutherland. 
 
Footballers 
Many congratulations to Lucas D and Kayleigh C, both who have both been selected to play for the 
Schools’ District football teams. They made it through the trials where the standard was very high. I 
know both pupils will show outstanding levels of skill and sportsmanship throughout the season. Well 
done to them both! 

 
Go Purple 
Our amazing P7 pupils supported by Mrs Gray and many other staff worked so hard prior to the 
October break to run a fantastic “Go Purple” day in aid of the Ayrshire Hospice. This year, the 
incredible total of nearly £2500 was raised. Our grateful thanks to all staff, parents and friends who 
continue to support the great work of this local charity. 
 
 

Whiteleys Fundraisers 
We are so proud of Jacob W, Marnie Mc, Freya D (and her sister Isla D) 
who worked so hard over the October break to run a bake sale and raise 
the wonderful amount of £269 for Whiteleys Charity. A thoughtful, kind 
thing to do and so typical of Forehill pupils and parents. Well done to them 
all.  

 
 
Lost Property 
Lost Property is being stored in the boxes at the main reception area. I would encourage parents to 
have a look in these boxes for any lost items. These boxes will be emptied on Friday 28th November. 
Please check before this date, for any lost items. 
 
Christmas Jumper Recycling 
With more and more children choosing to wear Christmas jumpers 
to school throughout the month of December, we would like to ask 
if you have a Christmas jumper that is too small for your child but 
still in reasonable condition, that you consider donating it to the 
school.  We are hoping that if we receive enough donations, we 
could have some available at the Christmas Fair. Any donations can 
be handed into the school office or your child’s class teacher.  Please note there is no expectation from 
the school that children should wear a Christmas jumper to school in December. 
 



School Show 2026 
Following the huge success of Beauty & the Beast, planning will soon begin for our 2026 School Show 
which will take place in the Gaiety Theatre 22nd – 26th June 2026. Normally children in P5-7 are invited 
to take part. However, as the school roll continues to increase, we may have to reflect on the 
stages/classes we can safely involve this session. We are restricted in the number of cast members we 
can get on stage in the theatre safely. More information will follow. 
 
School Choirs 
Our choirs have both started rehearsing for events in the future. Our Senior Choir will perform at the 
Hospice Winter Fair at the racecourse on Saturday 15th November and again at the cluster Christmas 
Concert in Castlehill Church on Tuesday 16th December. 
 
Cluster Christmas Cracker 
Each year, the schools within the cluster come together to present their 
Christmas Cracker to all parents and friends. This is a showcase of singing, 
instrumental pieces, and Christmas reflections. Pupils who have lessons from 
our visiting music staff, or who attend the senior choir will participate in this 
evening, which takes place in Castlehill Church on the evening of Tuesday 16th 
December. Tickets will be on sale in advance. Mr McDowall will provide more 
information to children taking part. 
 

Pantomime P1-3 
Arrangements have been made for a visiting theatre company to visit the school 
to perform their pantomime “Pinocchio” to P1-3 children on the morning of 
Wednesday 10th December. More information, including details of cost will be 
issued soon. This event will be subsidised from parent council donations. 

 
 
Cinema Outing: P4-7 
Arrangements have been made for our P4-7 children to visit the Cinema in Ayr on the 
morning of Wednesday 10th December, to see a special screening of the movie 
“Zootropolis 2” which is released the week before. More information, including details 
of cost will be issued soon. This event will be subsidised from parent council donations. 
 

 
Primary 1 Nativity 
Our P1 classes will soon begin to rehearse our 2025 Nativity, which they will 
perform at the church as part of our Christmas Service on the morning of Friday 
19th December. Parents are welcome to attend the dress rehearsal, which will 
take place in the school hall on Monday 15th December at 9.30am. 
 

 
Church Service 
Our Christmas Service will take place in Castlehill Church on Friday 19th December at 9.45am. All 
children will walk to and from the church. Parents and friends are welcome to attend. We would invite 
all children to bring a collection along, which is always donated to a local charity decided by our head 
pupils. 
 
 
 



 

 
 
 
 
A huge thankyou to our parent council for organising our Pumpkin Trail and our recent Hallowe’en 
Discos. These were well attended, and all our children and families had a wonderful time. 
 
The next event is our ever-popular Christmas Fair, which takes place in the school on the evening of 
Friday 5th December. Please keep the date free. 
 
As always, our fair relies on a huge band of helpers to make it happen. We would ask that you consider 
donating some TIME to your child’s school to assist the parent council at this event and to help make 
the event another huge success.  If you can offer even an hour, we would love to hear from you. Please 
drop a message to: forehillpcfrg@gmail.com 
 
 
As always, we have a really busy term ahead of us. I would encourage you to get involved where you 
can. All dates are outlined in the attached list. 
 
Many thanks &  
Kind Regards, 

 
 
 
David Watson 

Head Teacher 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Parent Council News 

mailto:forehillpcfrg@gmail.com


Please find attached, a list of school dates for your diary. As we progress through the school year, I will keep you 
informed of other important dates. 
 

Date Times Who Details 

Wednesday 5th November 3.30pm P7 Dolphin House Parent Meeting 

Tuesday 11th November All Day All Final Day – Night Before Christmas 

Saturday 15th November 11.00am P6&7 Senior Choir – Hospice Winter Fair 

Tuesday 18th November All Day P1-7 Flu Immunisations  

Thursday 20th November AM P1-3 Author Visit – Marion Husband 

Mon 24th Nov – Sun 28th Nov All Week P7 Secondary School Registration 

Tuesday 25th November All Day All Scottish Poetry Competition Judging 

Wednesday 26th November All Day P4-7 Jen Kemp – Live N Learn Visits 

Wednesday 26th November 2.15pm Parents Jen Kemp – Parent Drop In 

Wednesday 26th November 7.00pm Parents Jen Kemp – TEAMS Wellbeing Session 

Tuesday 9th December Am & PM EYC EYC Nativity for Parents 

Wednesday 10th December AM P1-3 Pinocchio – Visiting Theatre Company 

Wednesday 10th December AM P4-7 Outing to Cinema – Zootropolis 2 

Thursday 11th December 12.30pm All Christmas Lunch 

Monday 15th December 9.30am P1 P1 Parents to P1 Nativity 

Monday 15th December 1.30pm P5 & P6 Christmas Party 

Tuesday 16th December 1.30pm P4 Christmas Party 

Tuesday 16th December 7.00pm Seniors Cluster Christmas Concert - Castlehill 

Wednesday 17th December 1.30pm P2 & P3 Christmas Party 

Wednesday 17th December PM Senior Choir  Visiting Ayrshire Hospice In-Patient Unit 

Thursday 18th December 1.30pm P1 Christmas Party 

Thursday 18th December 7.00pm P7 Christmas Party 

Friday 19th December 9.45am All Christmas Celebration - Castlehill 

Friday 19th December 2.30pm All School Closes  

Mon 22nd Dec – Fri 2nd Jan All Day All School Closed  

Monday 5th January 9.00am All School Re-Opens  

Tue 6th Jan – Fri 9th Jan All Day P7M Visit to Dolphin House 

Mon 12th Jan – Sun 18th Jan All Week P1 P1 On-line Registration 

Tue 13th Jan – Fri 16th Jan  All Day P7H Visit to Dolphin House 

Tue 20th Jan – Fri 23rd Jan All Day P7J Visit to Dolphin House 

Tuesday 3rd February  3.30pm ASN ASN Pupils – Parent Meetings 

Friday 6th Feb & Mon 9th Feb All Day All School Closed  

Tuesday 10th Feb All Day All In-Service Day 

Thursday 19th February 7.00pm P7 P7 Family Burns Supper 

Monday 9th March 6.30pm All Parent Council Meeting 

Thursday 2nd April 2.30pm All School Closes  

Fri 3rd April – Fri 17th April All Day All School Closed  

Monday 20th April 9.00am All School Reopens 

Monday 4th May All Day All School Closed 

Thursday 7th May All Day All In-Service Day 

Thursday 21st May 7.00pm P7 P7 Parent Evening – Kyle Academy 

Monday 25th May All Day All School Closed  

Tuesday 26th May 6.30pm – 8.30pm All Parent/Teacher Appointments 

Wednesday 27th May 3.30pm – 5.30pm All Parent/Teacher Appointments 



Thursday 28th May 1.30pm P1-3 Sports 

Friday 29th May 11.00am P4-5 Sports 

Friday 29th May 1.30pm P6-7 Sports 

Tue 9th & Wed 10th June All Day P7 Visits to Secondary Schools 

Wednesday 10th June 9.15am All Bump Up Morning 

Thursday 11th June 6.30pm All Parent Council AGM 

Mon 22nd June – Fri 26th June  Various TBC School Show Week 

Tuesday 30th June 9.45am All Closing Celebration – Castlehill  

Tuesday 30th June 1.00pm All School Closes 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 


