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February 2026

It is hard to believe we are already in February. We had an extremely busy Term 2 including all our
Christmas events — many thanks to all parents who supported these. We have a busy few months
ahead and look forward to working with you all as we strive to continue to provide the very best
learning experiences for all our young people.

Languages Week Scotland

Languages Week Scotland 2026 takes place from 2nd — 6" February. The theme for 2026 is “Diverse
voices, Common ground” and is an opportunity to recognise and celebrate language learning and
multilingualism in Scotland. Languages enable us to explore our differences and appreciate our shared
stories. Mrs McConnachie, one of our teachers has worked with many of our young people to make a
short film to mark the diverse range of languages we celebrate in Forehill. This short video is available
to watch on our school Facebook page — | would encourage you to have a look.

P7 Visits to Dolphin House

Out three P7 classes and their teachers had the most amazing time during their recent residential visits
to Dolphin House at Culzean. They had the opportunity to participate in a wide range of outdoor
experiences and had a fantastic time. We are so proud of all our young people — Dolphin House staff
highlighted how mature, well-behaved and engaging they were. Well done to them all for being such
great ambassadors for Forehill. | am indebted to staff who willingly give up time to create these
opportunities. Ruby and Myiah summed up their experience perfectly:

“Our Primary 7 residential trip at Dolphin House was packed full of fun and adventure! From biking to
orienteering and hill walking, with lots of smaller activities in between. Some of the favourites were:
Rock pooling, caving, and abseiling but it was hard to pick a favourite! The staff were kind, supportive
and very empathetic. The cook, Sinclair and his team were amazing. They made a variety of food to
accommodate everyone and their preferences. Overall, it was a phenomenal experience, and we would
do it all again in a heartbeat.”

February Holidays — Active Schools Events
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If you require any further information or support, please call 01292 269793
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Use of School Car Park

Despite ongoing requests for parents and others to respect the use of the staff car
park and the limited number of disabled parking spaces, many continue to ignore
these requests. As you may know, we have one pupil in the school who uses a
wheelchair. | have taken the decision that a space will be reserved each morning
and at the end of the school day to ensure this pupil can transfer to and from his
wheelchair safely. Thank you for your understanding and co-operation with this
important matter.

Parents’ Portal

Forehill, in line with many other schools continues to use Parents’ Portal to support digital
communication between parents and schools. This makes it easier for parents and carers to manage
paperwork connected with school activities, and to obtain information about their child’s educational
progress at a time that suits them. Current features include completion of the annual data check,
report an absence, and track attendance. If you are not able to access this, | would ask that you contact
the school office who will be happy to assist you in setting this up.

Communication with Parents

Most of our communication including letters, newsletters, texts etc are sent to parents through the
Groupcall Expressions App. If you are unable to access this and feel you are not receiving
communication from us, | would invite you to contact the school office, who would be happy to help.

South Ayrshire Foodbank
o My thanks to all parents and friends for their kind donations to the collection
bank in Castlehill Church at our Christmas service. As a result, we have been able to
' @ donate £182 to support the amazing work of the South Ayrshire Foodbank.
Well done and thanks everyone!

Learning Together Dates
Learning together sessions are a great opportunity for parents to visit their child’s class and work with
them on a learning activity in school. The dates for the remainder of this session are noted below:

Class Date Time Class Date Time
Parents should meet at the main entrance and will be shown to individual classes......
P1S Wed 4t March 9.15am P4M Tue 28™ April 9.15am
P1M Thu 5t March 9.15am P5R Thu 5™ March 2.15pm
P1C Tue 3™ March 9.15am PSE Fri 6™ March 9.15am
P2N Thu 26t March 2.15pm P5/6 Tue 28" April 9.15am
P2M Tue 24™ March 2.15pm P6D Mon 27" April 9.15am
P2/3 Fri 13t March 9.15am P6P Wed 29 April 2.15pm
P3E Wed 6" May 2.15pm P7M Wed 29% April 1.45pm
P3z Thu 30™ April 2.15pm P7H Wed 29% April 1.45pm
P4P Thu 21t May 9.15am P7) Wed 29% April .
P4T Tue 5™ May 2.15om |

P7 Family Burns Supper

Our 2026 P7 Family Burns Supper will take place in the school hall on the evening of Thursday 19t
February. This is a highlight in our school calendar and is always a very special evening for P7 children,
parents and staff. Information and invites have been issued to all three classes. We look forward to our
2026 supper!




Using Bug Club at Home

" 7 As part of our approach to reading,
: N 7 most teachers make use of the online
w ‘ Spark a ||fe|9ng ¢ X platform — Bug Club.

|Ove Of readlng gv%/ All children have passwords for this
@ Bué El:b and have allocated books to read as
. part of our reading programmes. We
are noticing that quite a few children
- are not logging into Bug Club at
home, despite this being set as part of homework. These set texts are also used in class as we teach
reading comprehension. We would ask that parents support children with this task at home. Should

you have any problems logging on, please do not hesitate to speak with your child’s class teacher.

Safety in Playground Area

All staff in Forehill work extremely hard to ensure the safety of
SChQ,Q!\kngeTy all children during breaks when in the playgrounds. We are

A > )| noticing an increase in the number of parents approaching
children at the fence and at gates during morning and lunch
breaks. Some come to chat, and others provide snacks, sweets
and in one situation — medicine. We would ask that parents do
not do this, as many children have allergies and this kindness
could lead to a more serious problem. For some children this
can also be unsettling and upsetting. As always, should you
have a query about your child, you are of course more than welcome to visit the main office or call the
school at any time. Our thanks as we work together to ensure the care safety and wellbeing of all
children at all times.
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Farewell to Winter: Family Fun Night — Thursday 12" February
As part of Children’s Mental Health week, Mrs Baines is running
a family fun night in the school on the evening of Thursday 12t
February. The evening will include a variety of fun challenges
designed to encourage teamwork, connection and enjoyment
for all. This event is open to all families, and two separate
sessions will be available to choose from: 6.15pm — 7.15pm and
7.30pm — 8.30pm. A separate letter has been issued, which we
ask is returned to Mrs Baines by 4™ February to confirm your
place! Don’t miss out!

Live N Learn — Screen Time Workshop for Parents

Our apologies for having to postpone the online event for parents due to illness. | can now confirm this
has been rescheduled and will take place on Thursday 5" March. We will send out to you, the new link
to join the session at 7.00pm on that day. Thanks for your understanding. Jen Kemp will visit the school
and work

Lost Property
We have gathered a significant amount of lost property, with no names. These items are being stored

in the boxes at the main reception area. If your child has lost items of clothing, | would encourage you
to have a look. These boxes will be cleared out after the February weekend break.



School Show 2026

We Are delighted to be able to announce that our 2026 school
show will be Annie. Once again, we look forward to taking to
the Gaiety stage with this production between 22" — 26t
June 2026.

Rehearsals take place after school each Tuesday. Due to the
numbers of children who have shown interest, we are being
extremely strict about children missing rehearsals. We require
a strong commitment from all cast members throughout.
Many thanks for your support.

Auditions

Auditions for main roles within the school show will take place on 11t February. All audition scripts
and music tracks can be found on the school website. Should there be any problem accessing these,
children should speak to Mr McDowall in the first instance.

Early Years Registration 2026-2027

For children due to attend Forehill Early Years Centre in
. . August 2026 and beyond, on-line registration opens on
Z Regls’cra’clon Monday 16" February 2026.

'{lnformation In Forehill we are able to offer a range of attendance
patterns. Parents should register on the South Ayrshire
Website by using the link below:

Register for Early Learning and Childcare - South Ayrshire Council (south-ayrshire.gov.uk)

We would ask that parents note the following points:
*Places for Early Learning and Childcare are not allocated by school catchment areas.
*Places are allocated according to our admissions priorities and not first come first served.
*To complete the application, you will need to have: a scan or photo of your child's birth certificate and
a scan or
photo of Proof of residence (current council tax notice or recent utility bill)
*A separate application is required per child.
*All children even if currently in nursery will require to complete an application for next year.

If you have any questions about this or are unable to complete the registration form online, please
contact the office on 01292 612461 (option 2).

School Lunch Payments — Primary 6 & Primary 7

Children in P1-5 are currently entitled to a free school lunch. When moving into P6 & P7, sometimes
parents forget to top-up school lunch accounts, meaning the money owed for lunches begins to build
up over time. Despite text messages and letters sent as reminders, some accounts still show
outstanding amounts. | would ask that ALL parents check their online account and clear any amounts
owing.. Where payment of lunches is causing concern to specific parents, and you may be entitled to a
free school meal, | would encourage parents to apply for this by following the link below:

Free school meals and clothing grant application 24/25 - South Ayrshire Council



https://www.south-ayrshire.gov.uk/article/26976/Register-for-Early-Learning-and-Childcare
https://www.south-ayrshire.gov.uk/article/59803/Free-school-meals-and-clothing-grant-application-24-25

School Lunch Choices

As you know, children are encouraged to make a lunch choice at
home in advance or in class each morning. We are noticing a
number of children changing their mind when being served —
this causes problems when specific quantities of food are being
prepared. We would ask that you reinforce they must make a
choice and stick with it. School meal menus are set and we are
unable to offer alternatives when children don’t like what is on
offer. Where children are not able to make a choice from the
menu, parents should send a packed lunch to school. The
menus are attached. Thanks for your support.

Free School Meal Payment

The Scottish Government have authorised the Council to pay a free school meal allowance for the
February holiday period for all eligible children as a result of an assessment of income. £7.50 per child
will be processed direct into bank accounts on Thursday 5t February.

Arriving Late at School

We are still VERY concerned about the number of children arriving at
school late each morning. Can | please remind parents that school starts
at 9.00am, and the expectation is that children should be in their line
ready to enter the classroom with their class.

Arriving at school well after 9.00am is not helpful as children do not feel
part of their class and can miss valuable teaching time.

Attendance at School — Every Learner Every Day
As part of the local authority’s “Every Learner Every Day” campaign, we
continue to monitor the attendance of all children who attend Forehill
* ke which Primary.
Iuse all the . . .
time gy Good attendance at school vital in making sure our young people get the
best possible opportunities — make good progress with learning, learning
‘ new skills, socialising with friends, trying new experiences. We would ask
for your support in making sure your child is at school each day. We do
understand illness can prevent this on the odd occasion and would ask
Don'tmis ppor that all parents call the school office by 9.15am if a child is going to be
Go to school and look after your future. .
absent from school for any reason. Thanks for your help. Where
attendance is causing concern, we will continue to write to parents to inform you where concerns
arise. Thanks for your support.

Assessments

Across the year, we undertake a range of assessments within each class. Primary 4 and Primary 7
children will soon undertake Scottish Standardised Assessments in Maths and Literacy. These help
teachers to make professional judgements about the progress children are making with their learning.

Primary 5 Assessments — TIMSS

Primary 5 pupils in Forehill have been selected to participatein the Trends in International
Mathematics and Science Study (TIMSS) Field Trial. Children will undertake online assessments in
Maths and Science in school on Tuesday 24™ March as part of their normal work programme. P5
parents have been issued more detailed information about these assessments.




Uniform

We are extremely proud of our school uniform but have noticed some children are choosing to come
to school wearing designer clothes and non-uniform items including leggings and hoodies. We would
ask for your co-operation in ensuring children wear appropriate uniform to school. | have asked staff to
remind children about the school’s expectations about uniform. Thanks for your support!

Uniform Pop-Up Shops

Our current uniform supplier has arranged pop-up shops within the school, providing you with the
opportunity to order uniform items for next session at a discounted price, with no delivery charge. The
company will be in school at the following times with uniform samples. These will be delivered to
school before the end of term in June.

Tuesday 12" May 1.30pm —5.30pm & 6.30 - 7.30pm
Tuesday 26" May 6.30pm — 8.30pm
Wednesday 27t May 3.00pm —5.30pm

Parent Helpers

Due to changes to the Disclosure Scotland (PVG) guidance, all parent helpers
require to have a relevant PVG check completed when assisting with any out of PMM Helr ﬂYS
school visits. If you already have a PVG that has been carried out by South P
Ayrshire Council in respect of working with children, this will suffice and no :
Scheme Record Update PVG check is needed. To assist us in moving forward
with this it would be good to hear from parents who already have a current PVG
check by South Ayrshire Council and who would be willing to assist as a parent
helper when needed. It would be helpful if you could send an e-mail to Mr
Watson to let him know you have a current PVG and would be happy to assist as
a parent helper when you are able. Many thanks to those who have already
volunteered. We are working through the process at the moment.

Holidays
The school will be closed to all children on Friday 6" February, Monday 9" February and Tuesday 10t

February.

Keeping in Touch
Regular updates on what is happening across the school can be seen on the Groupcall Xpressions App,
our Facebook Page.

Facebook: @forehill50 Website: www.forehill.sayr.sch.uk

As always, should you wish more information on anything in our newsletter and would like to speak to
a member of staff, please do not hesitate to get in touch.

Many thanks &
Kind Regards,

. T— =
"'\-\:"'\- ", .
e N = s I e N

David Watson
Head Teacher



http://www.forehill.sayr.sch.uk/

Parent Council Update
Email: forehillpcfrg@gmail.com
Facebook: Forehill Primary Parent Fundraisers

Next meeting: Monday 9" March @6.30pm

Upcoming Events

;' : We have a number of events planned for this year including a new
§(\ _’ sponsored colour run we are hoping to host at Glencairn Park on
% ?‘ Saturday 2" of May. This event is still in the planning stages, but sign-
up packs will be sent home to all school/nursery children with further

Ji % info in the coming weeks.

Our next disco is planned for Wednesday 1%t April and our always popular Summer Fayre is taking place
on Friday 5™ June (stallholders for this will be booked from March onwards — please email if
interested)

PVG/Helpers

How we run our events will now need to follow updated PVG guidance given to us by SAC. In line with
the school, we will also be required to have any helpers at events where parents will not be present
(i.e. discos) to have a separate PVG put through by the parent council.

All fayres/pumpkin patch and other events in which the children attend with their families will not
require helpers to have a PVG. Having a PVG through the parent council would be free for parents to
do and we have plans for a potential ‘pop in sign up session’ one Friday for parents to come along & be
guided through the process — more details to follow.

Please note that the PVG for helping at parent council events cannot be used to help with school trips,
an add on is required for this but at a fraction of the cost.

As always, we appreciate all support and new members are always welcome — we are currently
looking to fill our secretary position, anyone interested please get in touch!


mailto:forehillpcfrg@gmail.com

Date Times Who Details
Tuesday 3™ February 3.30pm ASN ASN Pupils — Parent Meetings
Tuesday 3™ February All Day P1 & P7 Dental Inspections
Friday 6" Feb & Mon 9" Feb All Day All School Closed
Tuesday 10" Feb All Day All In-Service Day
Thursday 12t February 6.30pm & 7.30pm P1-7 Winter Family Fun Night
Friday 13" February All Day P3E & P3Z | Visit to Burns Centre
Monday 16" February All Day EYC Online Registration opens for EYC
Wednesday 18 February All Day P5-7 PEF Cohort to Dumfries House
Thursday 19" February 7.00pm P7 P7 Family Burns Supper
Tuesday 24" February All Day P1-3 PEF Cohort to Dumfries House
Tuesday 24" February 1.30pm P7 Group Alloway Burns Club Event — Town Hall
Wednesday 25 February All Day P1-4 PEF Cohort to Dumfries House
Thursday 5" March All Day All World Book Day
Thursday 5" March All Day All Live N Learn Workshops
Thursday 5" March 7.00pm All Online Parent Session — Screen Time
Monday 9" March 6.30pm All Parent Council Meeting
Friday 20" March All Day P5R Visit to Dundonald Castle
Tuesday 24" March All Day P5 Classes | Online Maths/Science Assessments
Friday 27" March All Day P5E Visit to Dundonald Castle
Thursday 2™ April 2.30pm All School Closes
Fri 3" April — Fri 17% April All Day All School Closed
Monday 20" April 9.00am All School Reopens
Wednesday 22" April All Day P5/6 Outing to Titanic, Belfast
Monday 4" May All Day All School Closed
Thursday 7" May All Day All In-Service Day
Tuesday 12" May 6.30pm New P1 Parent Meeting — New P1 Children
Tuesday 12" May 1.00pm —5.30pm All Pop-Up Uniform Shop
Thursday 21°* May 7.00pm P7 P7 Parent Evening — Kyle Academy
Monday 25" May All Day All School Closed
Tuesday 26" May 6.30pm — 8.30pm All Parent/Teacher Appointments
Tuesday 26" May 6.30pm — 8.30pm All Pop-Up Uniform Shop
Wednesday 27" May 3.30pm — 5.30pm All Parent/Teacher Appointments
Wednesday 27" May 3.00pm — 5.30pm All Pop-Up Uniform Shop
Thursday 28" May 1.30pm P1-3 Sports
Friday 29" May 11.00am P4-5 Sports
Friday 29" May 1.30pm P6-7 Sports
Friday 5% June 6.30pm All Summer Fair
Tue 9™ & Wed 10™ June All Day P7 Visits to Secondary Schools
Wednesday 10" June 9.15am All Bump Up Morning
Thursday 11" June 6.30pm All Parent Council AGM
Mon 22" June — Fri 26" June Various TBC School Show Week — Gaiety Theatre
Thursday 25" June 9.15am All Visit to School Show — Gaiety Theatre
Tuesday 30" June 9.45am All Closing Celebration — Castlehill
Tuesday 30" June 1.00pm All School Closes




